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It is easy to assume that the wood provided has 
an MC suitable for the intended use, however it is 
important to check MC as part of your quality 
control process. It should be checked on delivery 
to your factory to ensure it meets the agreed 
specification; during the manufacturing process, 
especially if the timber has been kept for a period 
in storage; and then finally at the despatch of the 
finished product to the customer. 

The most common method used to check MC is 
an electrical resistance meter (specified in BS EN 
13183-2: Moisture content of a piece of sawn 
timber. Estimation by electrical resistance 
method), such as a Delmhorst RDM-2S meter 
and calibration block.  

Standard probes normally consist of a pair of 
pins, which can be pressed into the timber by 
hand. You will need pins at least 30mm long to hit 
the core of a standard 57mm sash/stile. 

Resistance meters should be calibrated before 
use or daily, as a minimum, and for the specific 
timber being tested. Check and enter the 
temperature of the wood. Ensure the surface of 
the wood is dry. 

Position the probe approximately 300mm from 
the end of the board and a third of the way in 
from the edge. The probe should penetrate to 
around a third of the boardÕs thickness.  

5. Testing for MC 6. Controlling MC in the factory 

The temperature and humidity in your factory and 
storage facilities will affect the MC of the timber. 
Timber should be stored undercover and away 
from sunlight or other direct sources of heat. You 
may need to consider humidity control. Packs of 
timber should not be stored wrapped in plastic.  

In order to check MC without causing damage to 
the timber, a capacitance meter may be used. 
While the resistance meter gives a reading of the 
wettest timber in contact with the probes, a 
capacitance meter measures the highest MC 
within a field of penetration of about 50mm. 

If in doubt, consult BS EN 14298:2004, sawn 
timber, assessment of drying quality. 
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Note :  Whilst every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of advice given, neither the 
Wood Window Alliance nor the British 
Woodworking Federation accept liability for loss 
or damage arising from the use of the information 
supplied in this publication. 

7. Controlling MC on site 

Often one of the biggest dangers is the conditions 
found on site, with wet trades active as internal 
joinery is being installed, or exterior components 
fixed days or weeks before full decorative 
protection is applied. Time and contract deadlines 
are major pressures, but if the product fails, the 
manufacturer is likely to take the blame. 

Windows and doors should be brought to site as 
close to installation time as possible.  Avoid using 
metal storage containers, as excessive heat can 
damage the products. Where containers are 
used, ensure air can circulate to all products on 
the pallet, and avoid storage in direct sunlight. 

Store inside on a minimum of three level, full-
width, evenly-distributed bearers in a dry, shaded 
area clear of the ground. Ensure products stored 
outside are protected from the elements with a 
waterproof cover, such as a heat-resistant 
tarpaulin. Allow air circulation between products.  

Products should not be stored in a damp room or 
building - particularly where plastering will be 
carried out. Avoid storing products flat. Water 
lying on a horizontal window or door will cause 
timber to swell and will invalidate the warranty. 

When supplying internal doors to a newly 
constructed building, instruct your customer in 
good practice that will ensure the good 
performance of the doors. BWF members can 
access further advice here and download our 
BWF Members' Day presentation on 'Right 
moisture: Right Timber, Coatings and Processes'. 
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